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  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  

Executive Board 
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John Zygmunt 

607-798-1861 

ziggy798@msn.com 
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Carol Bayles 

607-275-9090 

cjb4@cornell.edu 
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Jane Trey 

607-724-5358 

jtrey@stny.rr.com 
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Linda Mandeville 

607-227-1563 

lrmandeville@stny.rr.com 
 

AOS Representative 

Pete O’Connell 

607-423-1202 

petermoconnell@yahoo.com 
 

Members-at-large 

Anne (Tinker) Quain 

607-797-1383 

anneetinker@yahoo.com 
 

Sharon Voorhees 

607-739-7898 

sassvoor@gmail.com 

 

Ben Cabot 

607-723-1746 

bcabot@gmai1.com 
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September 2018 
NEXT MEETINGS: 

 

September 16, 1:00 Annual AUCTION!! 

**MEMBER AUCTION!! ** 
(*Note: Earlier time!) 

 

October 21, 2:00 First United Methodist Church 
 

 
     
 

               
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

   

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

 Don’t miss our September 16th meeting:  

 ** ORCHID AUCTION!! ***  
 

 Flowering plants are needed from members for 

CNYOS Orchid Show, Sept 29-30th! 

Meeting NOTES 

 

September meeting is our Orchid Auction! 

 

Meeting location: Sept 16th, we will meet 

DOWNSTAIRS in the First United Methodist Church 

(please use rear parking lot and rear entrance): 

 
First United Methodist Church 
53 McKinley Ave. 
Endicott, NY  13760 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Contributions, including pictures, to the STOS newsletter from 

members are welcomed. Contributions must be submitted by the 

5th day of each month to the editor. 

If you have difficulties with the electronic format of this 

newsletter, please contact the webmaster at: 

southerntierorchidsociety@gmail.com 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

President Message 

 

       Hello everyone. I hope you and your orchids survived the hot, wet summer. We are about to enter our 

fall schedule. On September 16 we will have our fall auction. The spring and fall auctions are important to 

the survival of the society as our main source of income. The funds we raise support our many expenses 

such as rent, speakers’ fees, the annual show, insurance, AOS fee etc. Please continue to support your 

orchid society by attending the auction and perhaps getting a nice orchid at a reasonable price. All are 

welcome, including the public. It will be held, as usual, from 1-4pm at the First United Methodist Church 

of Endicott, 53 McKinley Ave, Endicott, NY.   Park in the back. Go downstairs on the left. For those not 

familiar with the auction, we start with an opening bid and then open it up for bidding. Plants not in bloom 

with have a photo of the flower. Please note we can only accept cash or local check. No credit cards 

please. We hope to welcome back new members and maybe pick up a new member or two. Pete O'Connell 

and I have been working hard to obtain a variety of orchids for the auction from three different vendors 

as well as donations from Luis Matienzo and myself. Thank you Pete and Luis. As requested, we will also 

include some miniatures and mounted plants. 

 

       At the October and November meetings we hope to have speakers. The December meeting will be our 

Holiday Party, as well as election of officers for 2019. Finally, a note about our sister club in Syracuse. 

The Central New York Orchid Society will hold their annual show at the Beaver Lake Nature Center in 

Baldwinsville near Syracuse on September 29, from noon-5pm and September 30, from 10-4pm. More 

information can be obtained at from their web site: cnyos.org.  STOS plans to have a display at their 

show. Please help support your friends in Syracuse as they have supported us at our annual show. 
 

 

John Zygmunt 

STOS President - 2018 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Meeting Minutes for May 

STOS President, John Zygmunt, called the meeting to order at 2:14 pm.  

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 A motion was made and accepted to approve the April 2018 Meeting Minutes 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Jane reported that we currently have a balance of $9610.00 in our STOS account. 

Welcome New Members! 

 John welcomed all our new members that joined during our May Show: 

o Sandy Oliveri 

o Preeti Agarwal 

o Sadeev Dhillon 

o Barbara Dessel 

o Holly Peay 

http://cnyos.org/
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John explained to all how our meetings our run, and had them each introduce themselves.  We are happy 

to have you as members of our “orchid-loving family”! 

Committee Reports: 

 Show Committee: 

o John reported that the Show went very well; The vendors made out well with their sales 

and were quite happy;  the Mall traffic was pretty busy, which was good!   

o Thank you to all members who helped to make this year’s Show a great success!!  

 

 Plant Auction Committee: 

o John explained that Auctions are our main source of income, along with member’s dues  

o By request of the membership, miniatures were ordered for the auction 

o Decision was made to have 50 plants at the April auction: 20 miniatures and 30 regular-

sized 

o John already received some of the miniatures, and has repotted/mounted them all!  

They’re off to a good start! 

o Special thank you to John and Peter for all their hard work in obtaining and caring for 

some extra-special plants for today’s auction! 

 

 Program Coordinator: 

o We need speakers for October and November; Carol Bayles is working this…. 

 Website Committee:  Pete O’Connell and John Zygmunt.  Pete is still willing to do the website and 

also do the ordering of plants for our auctions, even though he has now moved to Florida!  We 

truly appreciate all his hard work and effort! 

 Newsletter and Membership:  Linda Mandeville 

 Facebook:  Ben Cabot and Marissa Cuthberson 

 Library Committee:  Jnx.   The library “procedure” needs to be updated.   Currently requires a “3-

day notice” to check out a book.  Should update to allow borrowing during meetings. 

 

Old Business:  None 

 

Show Table: 

 John McGee and Jane Trey shared some of their beautiful, flowering orchids! 

Raffle and Refreshments: 

 We then we broke for some delicious, light refreshments 

Repotting: 

 After a short refreshment break, we conducted our Repotting Session.  John and Peter provided 

us with some great started orchids; members learned how to repot their plants, and also how to do 

divisions and also mounting. Everyone went home with at least one nice orchid to add to their 

collection! 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Linda Mandeville, Secretary 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Treasurer’s Report 

 
Jane Trey presented the treasurer’s report, stating that we currently have an account balance of $9,610. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Annual STOS Auction 

September is time for STOS’s annual Orchid Auction. This year the date is Sunday, September 16th. We 

will start at 1:00 PM, as we need to allow enough time to have a meeting prior to our auction, in which we 

will sell as many plants as possible.  

 
A variety of orchid genera will be auctioned off.  Cash or local check only-- no credit or credit cards, please. We plan to 
advertise the auction to the public, as well as current members.  Please encourage any of your friends or family members 
to attend!  All are welcome!! 

 

This year’s sources will include a variety of growers.  Of course there may be plants from our own 

members as well, many of which are specimen size. If you wish to have some of your plants in the auction, 

please see the guidelines for this below.  

 

If you have any questions about the auction, please contact Pete O’Connell at 607-423-1202.  

 

Member Plants Auction Policy 

 

STOS members who want to donate or sell orchid plants in the Auction are invited to do so. All plants 

must be in good shape and free from pests and diseases. Plants must be registered with Pete O’Connell by 

listing the following information: 

 

Owner Name 

Plant genus and species or given name and clonal name if given 

-example Phal Summer Beach ‘Sandy’ 

Any Awards give the clone such as AM/AOS 

Size of the plant and pot 

Any description of the flower you have 

A suggested starting bid 

 

Send the list of plants to Peter O'Connell (petermoconnell@yahoo.com), or 

SouthernTierOrchidSociety@yahoo.com. The list must be received by Tuesday, September 14. 

 

The Auction committee will confirm the receipt of your list and reserves the right to limit the quantity. 

 

Reimbursement: the member can ask for reimbursement for up to 50% of the proceeds of the sale of the 

plants, if desired. The first plant listed will not be subject to reimbursement (first plant donated). 

 

The auction committee reserves the right to sell purchased plants first. Any plant that is not sold due to 

time restrictions or no bids must be taken back by the owner or given away as they see fit. No member 

plants will be held over for the next month’s silent auction to sell remaining purchased plants. 

mailto:SouthernTierOrchidSociety@yahoo.com
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 * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

CNYOS (Syracuse) Orchid Show 

The Central New York Orchid Society (CNYOS) Orchid show (Syracuse) is scheduled for the last 

weekend in September: Sept 29th thru September 30th, with setup Friday afternoon, Sept. 28th. (See 

their flyer, attached). We are planning to participate in the show by setting up an exhibit to represent 

our organization.  We will need members to begin collecting flowering plants that we can use for our 

display.  It is important that STOS participates in this year’s show! So please keep this in mind, and help 

by providing flowering plants and perhaps offering your time and assistance.  We will need volunteers to 

transport plants and set up on Friday, set up the display, and also tear down on Sunday.  We will discuss 

details at our next meeting in September; please help if you can! 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

September: The Month of Unicorns - Orchids Often Cast a Spell for a Lifetime 

While I don’t exactly know precisely when I became addicted to orchids, I do know it has been a really 

long time: decades certainly. You would think after all the thousands of hours spent repotting, 

fertilizing and watering, not to mention all the hiking boots and sweat socks ruined slogging down 

muddy rainforest trails and bogs in search of them, that orchids would have lost some of their magic by 

now. Certainly some enthusiasts burn out, or get bored or overwhelmed, either by orchids themselves 

or by life’s vicissitudes, and give up. Even so, once bitten by orchids, most of us end up with a life-

long fascination and love affair with them. Even larger than the orchidists’ hobby, is that of birders. 

Astonishing numbers of people go out on treks to see birds all over the world and keep extensive life 

lists, “collections” of sightings, if you will, to the point of obsession. I have often wondered why this 

is. Even though there are fewer orchidists than birders, some of the same reasoning applies to us. There 

is the joy of collecting, the beauty and colors of our respective subjects, the excitement of exploration 

and discovery, the science and mystery of their forms and habits, and the camaraderie of like-minded 

individuals as well as that bit of friendly competition involved in growing and showing them. 

There is one more factor that may make you laugh, but I think is part of the fun and appeal of orchids: 

the “unicorn effect.” Birders talk about this as well. Seeing an orchid for the first time in the wild, or 

blooming a newly acquired orchid that you have only seen in a book, is a bit similar to seeing a 

celebrity on the street. Sure, you have seen Brangelina’s films and read about their lifestyles and 

habits, but an actual sighting can be exhilarating. So, it is for me every time a new orchid blooms in 

my presence. It is as if some mythological creature I recognize from a story book or movie has 

suddenly appeared on a remote trail or in my greenhouse or on my windowsill and allowed me to hold 

it and admire it up close and personal. Orchids are definitely the celebrities of the plant world — they 

bring a little of their magic into our world every day. Their presence in my life thrills me. 

SUMMER BLOCKBUSTERS:  A long hot summer has finally ended, and cooler temperatures are 

starting to prevail. Whether your orchids summered outside or in, the return of cool nights triggers 

many orchids to initiate flower spikes. The summer heat, particularly hot nights, can be stressful for 

many intermediate-growing species and hybrids. Often plants that may have stopped growing in July 

and August will now resume as temperatures begin to replicate those of their montane habitats. Look at 

plants carefully now for new tender emerging spikes and renewed root growth. 

http://www.cnyos.org/
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THE CONCESSION STAND:  No, do not give your orchids hot buttered popcorn and gigantic $5 

sodas. But they do want nutrients this month, so do not forget to fertilize them just because it has 

gotten cooler. If you have young plants that are not old enough to bloom, you can still fertilize with a 

higher nitrogen formula and let them continue to grow vegetatively. However, if your plants are 

blooming size, you may want to get away from high nitrogen formulas at this time or you could inhibit 

blooming on cymbidiums, dendrobiums and phalaenopsis, which should be forming spikes soon as the 

long nights increase, and the nighttime temperatures drop. 

GOTTA WEAR SHADES:  Unlike mega celebrities who need their sunglasses, so they will not be 

easily recognized, orchids continue to need shade as protection from the hot and sunny days that are 

still likely to occur this month. Do not be lulled into thinking that direct sun will not harm your plants. 

Even though the effects of high light are lessened when temperatures are cooler, there is still potential 

for plants to burn. Careful attention must be paid during this transition period. Weather becomes less 

stable and predictable. It is even possible that some cold or violent weather can appear. So, it is always 

best to be prepared for this eventuality. 

BACK IN THE MANSION: Orchids have been summering outside and now is the time to begin 

prepping the indoor growing area for their return. Whether it is a greenhouse, a windowsill, a 

lightroom or a terrarium, a little preplanning cleaning, sterilizing and organizing will allow for carefree 

transitions of the plants as the cold season approaches. It is also advisable to check out the plants for 

hitchhikers, such as weeds, insects and parasites. You want a “star pad” for your orchids, not for oxalis 

or mealybugs. Take some time to individually go through those plants outside and find and treat any 

critters that may be thinking they are part of the entourage. Expel them now before they move in and 

take over. 

PAPARAZZI:  With the blooming season about to resume, you should make sure cameras are ready 

for what will likely be an excellent set of blooms on your collection, for your newer plants, the 

approaching blooms are anticipated as much as long-awaited film premiers and their red-carpet 

moments. This is also a chance to document your successes and failures. Keep a notebook of your 

orchids each year. It is fun to see how they progress, especially if you have raised them from baby 

plants into spectacular or hulking specimens. It is almost like following your favorite stars from early 

independent films to wildly successful Hollywood blockbusters. Yes, you knew them “when.” But you 

have the added joy of knowing you helped them get where they are today. 
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Sometimes there is magic at the opening of a new flower, as if suddenly a legendary creature has 

appeared in our presence and allowed us access to its glories and mysteries. Such was certainly the 

case when Lycaste Wyld Unicorn 'Unicorn Rose' HCC/AOS bloomed for the first time. 

Photographer: Unknown. 

Authored by Thomas Mirenda ~ Originally published in ORCHIDS August 2007 

— Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades. He is an AOS 

accredited judge and is the chairman of the American Orchid Society’s Conservation Committee. He 

recently coauthored The Book of Orchids: A life-size guide to 600 species from around the world. 

(email: biophiliak@gmail.com). 

 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Upcoming Meetings

September 16 ~ Annual Auction 

October 21 ~ TBA 

November 18 ~ TBA 

December 16 ~ Holiday Party 

Please remember that these are tentative and subject to last minute change. 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
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